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GOLDMINING PROJECTS 

1. Mr J.J.M. BOWLER to the Premier: 
Will the Premier provide information on the latest significant goldmining project going ahead in Western 
Australia? 

Dr G.I. GALLOP replied: 
I am very proud to be Premier of Western Australia while so much activity is taking place within our economy.  
Newcrest Mining Ltd announced last week the go ahead for stage 1 of its expansion of the Telfer goldmine 
development.  

Mr C.J. Barnett:  We were there last week - where were you? 

Dr G.I. GALLOP:  Newcrest announced in late 2002 this proposed expansion, subject to funding approval.  
Since that time, environmental approval for the project has been granted and Newcrest has secured its finance.  
The project will involve, among other things, open pit and underground mining activities, the construction of a 
new processing plant, a gas-fired power station, and an extension to the existing water supply bore fields.  The 
Telfer project will have an approximate 25-year mine life, and will produce approximately 18.4 million ounces 
of gold and 640 000 tonnes of copper.  Significantly, the project is likely to be the largest operating goldmine in 
Australia, ahead of the Kalgoorlie super pit.  The work force will peak at 1 200 during construction, and 620 
people will be employed during its operation.  I congratulate all involved at Newcrest Mining for securing such a 
significant project for WA.  Of course, this adds to the good news in Western Australia of recent years with the 
announcement of the $630 million liquid ammonia plant on the Burrup, the $400 000 HIsmelt project, and the 
25-year, $25 billion liquefied petroleum gas contract with China.  I was asked by the Leader of the Opposition 
where I was last week.  I am pleased to advise that I was in the city of Geraldton with the member for Geraldton, 
and, indeed, the member for Greenough, to launch the Batavia longboat project.  It was remarkable to see the 
amount of activity in the city of Geraldton, which languished when the coalition was in government because of 
its indecision and its $30 million pursuit of the Kingstream dream, which came to nothing.  It is all go today in 
Geraldton: the port is being developed, the southern transport corridor is coming into place, and the central 
business district will be redeveloped through funding provided by the State Government.  It is all go in 
Geraldton; it is all go in the Burrup; it is all go in the Kimberley; it is all go in the south west; and it is all go in 
Perth, because we have a positive Government in Western Australia today. 

I conclude my answer by congratulating my colleague the Minister for the Environment and Heritage who today 
announced the go-ahead for the Portman Ltd mine expansion.   

Mr M.J. Birney:  Thirty per cent; you are joking! 

Dr J.M. Woollard interjected. 

Dr G.I. GALLOP:  I congratulate the Minister for the Environment and Heritage for a very simple reason.  There 
are members opposite, like the member for Kalgoorlie, who understand nothing about due process, nothing about 
the environment and nothing about the Wildlife Conservation Act in Western Australia, and who would 
jeopardise the future of Western Australia through their malpractice in these areas.  The Minister for the 
Environment and Heritage has pursued this issue properly and according to due process, and has taken into 
account both the economic future and the environment of the State.  That is the sort of Government we want in 
Western Australia in the twenty-first century.  Therefore, Mr Speaker, I congratulate Newcrest for what is 
happening in Geraldton and I congratulate the Minister for the Environment and Heritage for making sure that 
the State of Western Australia does things properly. 
The SPEAKER:  I call to order the members for Kalgoorlie and Alfred Cove. 
 


